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Poster Session-I 59and IL2. Using this approach we consistently generated PRAME-
CTLs in 12/14 HLA-A*02 healthy donors (526 6 101 SFC/105
cells as assessed by IFNg Elispot assay). Similarly, PRAME-
CTLs were generated from all 5 CML patients (630 6 120 SFC/
105 cells). These PRAME-CTLs were also able to target autolo-
gous tumor blasts (57 6 6 IFNg SFC/105), demonstrating that
the same peptides were presented physiologically. A Cr51 release
assay confirmed that the PRAME-reactive T cells were cytotoxic,
lysing autologous-PHA blasts loaded with PRAME-library (63 6
14% at a 20:1 E:T ratio), but not with irrelevant library. Using sub-
pools, we found that the responses of our expanded PRAME-CTLs
were polyclonal, since they consistently released IFNg in response
to 1 to 6 pentadecapeptides pools. Moreover, this approach has al-
lowed to identify 6 potential new immunogenic 15mer peptides
that are processed and presented by tumor cells, and should facili-
tate expansion of polyclonal PRAME-CTLs for adoptive transfer
in patients with PRAME1 malignancy.156
GVHD PROPHYLAXIS USING LOW-DOSE CYCLOSPORINE IS SAFE AND
REDUCES THE RISK OF RELAPSE AND DEATH IN LEUKEMIC RECIPIENTS
OF HLA-IDENTICAL SIBLING TRANSPLANTS
Olsson, R., Remberger, M., Mattsson, J., Hassan, Z., Ringden, O.
Karolinska University Hospital, Stockholm, Sweden
Four doses of methotrexate (MTX) and low-dose cyclosporine
(CsA), starting at 1 mg/kg/day i.v. with early discontinuation, were
given to 171 consecutive HLA-identical sibling recipients with leu-
kaemia. Apart from MTX, retrospective controls (n 5 40) received
CsA starting at 5–7.5 mg/kg/day i.v., and discontinued 1 year post-
transplant. The target CsA trough levels were 100 ng/ml and 200–
300 ng/ml in the low-dose and the control group, respectively. In
the low-dose group, the risk of acute GVHD grades I-II was aug-
mented (66% vs. 49%, p\0.01), whereas grades III-IV did not differ
between the groups (9% vs. 8%). The risk of chronic GVHD was
markedly increased in those receiving low-dose CsA (50% vs.
29%, p\ 0.01), and the cumulative proportion of relapse at 5 years
post-transplant was increased in the control group (51% vs. 26%,
p\ 0.01). Moreover, the 5-year survival rate was 63% in the low-
dose group compared to 40% in the controls (P5 0.04). In a multi-
variate analysis, low-dose CsA was the only factor associated with
acute GVHD grades I-IV (RH 2.40, P 5 0.02). Significant predic-
tors of chronic GVHD were low-dose CsA (RH 2.56, p\ 0.01),
chronic myeloid leukaemia (RH 1.92, p\0.01), and administration
of donator lymphocyte infusions (RH 1.66, P5 0.03). The risk of re-
lapse was counteracted by chronic GVHD (RH 0.46, p \ 0.01),
whereas chronic GVHD (RH 0.53, p \ 0.01) and acute GVHD
grades III-IV (RH 4.35, p\0.01) were the strongest factors associ-
ated with patient death. Importantly, the transplant-related mortal-
ity at 5 years post-transplant was similar in the low-dose CsA and
control groups (18% and 20%, respectively, P 5 0.58). In conclu-
sion, a low-dose CsA regimen in leukemic recipients of HLA-iden-
tical sibling transplants increases the rate of chronic GVHD,
which seems to attenuate the risk of relapse, thereby improving pa-
tient survival.157
ISOLATED EXTRA-MEDULLARY RELAPSE OF ACUTE LEUKEMIA AFTER
ALLOGENEIC STEM-CELL TRANSPLANTATION (SCT); DIFFERENT KINET-
ICS AND BETTER PROGNOSIS THAN SYSTEMIC RELAPSE
Shimoni, A., Rand, A., Shem-Tov, N., Yerushalmi, R., Hardan, I.,
Nagler, A. Chaim Sheba Medical Center, Tel-Hashomer, Israel
Allogeneic SCT is a potentially curative treatment for acute leu-
kemia, however relapsing disease is the major cause of treatment
failure. Isolated extramedullary (IEM) relapse is considered a rare
event and its characteristics and prognosis are less defined than sys-
temic relapse. We analyzed outcomes of 356 consecutive pts with
AML/MDS (n 5 277) and ALL (n 5 79) given SCT in a single in-
stitution. With a median follow-up of 30 months (range, 1–103),
149 pts relapsed (122 died). The overall survival rate was 34%
(95CI, 27–41) and the cumulative incidence of relapse 47%(95CI, 42–54). 17 pts had IEM relapse (11.4% of all first relapses);
CNS (n 5 6), mediastinum (n 5 2), pleura (n 5 2), skin (n 5 2),
breast (n 5 2), bone (n 5 1), other soft tissue masses (n 5 2).
IEM relapse occurred later after SCT than systemic relapse; me-
dian 14 (1–38) and 3 (1–59) months, respectively (p 5 0.002). Pts
with an IEM relapse were younger, median age 38 and 46 years, re-
spectively (p 5 0.02). IEM relapse occurred more commonly in
ALL (23% of relapses) than MDS/AML (8%, P 5 0.02). There
was a trend for higher incidence in pts transplanted in remission
(16% of relapses) than in pts transplanted in active disease (8%,
p 5 0.09). There was no relation to donor or conditioning type. In-
terestingly, among 14 pts having IEM relapse more than 3 months
after SCT, 11 had a history of chronic GVHD (79%), compared
with 29 of 70 pts with systemic relapse (41%, p 5 0.01). Pts with
IEM relapse were most often treated with systemic chemotherapy,
followed by radiation therapy and DLI when feasible. Pts with sys-
temic relapse were treated with chemotherapy and DLI or a second
SCT. Among the 17 pts with IEM relapse, 12 achieved CR (71%),
5 remained in continuous CR, 7 relapsed again, 2 systemic (both
died), 5 EM (2 are in long-term remission). Among the 132 pts
with systemic relapse, 35 achieved CR (27%), 14 died in remission,
7 remained in continuous CR, 14 relapsed again, 9 systemic (all
died), 5 EM (1 is in long-term remission). The median survival af-
ter relapse was 2.5 and 20 months, and the 2-year OS rates 7% and
38% after systemic and IEM relapse, respectively (p 5 0.0002). In
conclusion, IEM relapse of acute leukemia after SCT is relatively
common. It occurs later than systemic relapse and more commonly
in pts with chronic GVHD, suggestive that GVL is able to prevent
systemic recurrence but is less successful in EM sites. When treated
aggressively prognosis is better with IEM relapse and long-term
survival is feasible.158
CONDITIONING REGIMENS PRIOR TO ALLOGENEIC STEM-CELL TRANS-
PLANTATION (SCT) IN ACUTE LEUKEMIA: THE ROLE OF DOSE INTENSITY
Shimoni, A., Rand, A., Hardan, I., Shem-Tov, N., Yerushalmi, R.,
Nagler, A. Chaim Sheba Medical Center, Tel-Hashomer, Israel
Allogeneic SCT with both myeloablative and reduced-intensity
conditioning (RIC) is effective therapy in acute leukemia. To better
define the role of dose intensity in SCT, we retrospectively ana-
lyzed SCT outcomes in 356 consecutive adult patients (pts) with
MDS/AML (n 5 277) and ALL (n 5 79) given SCT over an 8-
year period in a single institution. The median age was 51 (range,
17–75). The donors were HLA-matched siblings (n 5 191),
matched unrelated (n 5 139) and alternative (n 5 26). Pts meeting
standard eligibility criteria were routinely given myeloablative con-
ditioning (MAC, Cy/TBI or BuCy, n 5 141). Pts non-eligible for
MAC were given either RIC (fludarabine and reduced doses of bu-
sulfan or melphalan, n 5 116) or modified myeloablative condi-
tioning (modMAC, fludarabine with myeloablative doses of
busulfan or treosulfan, n 5 99). Disease status at SCT was CR1/
CR2 (n 5 176), previously untreated or untreated relapse (n 5
63) and chemo-refractory (n 5 117). With a median follow-up of
30 months (range 1–103), 159 pts are alive and 197 died; 75 of
treatment-related causes and 122 of relapse. The estimated 5-yr
overall survival (OS) in this relatively high-risk pt group was
34% (95%CI, 27–41). The status of disease at SCT was the most
important factor predicting OS; 48, 31 and 16% for pts in CR, un-
treated or chemo-refractory leukemia, respectively (p\0.001). Mul-
tivariable analysis (MVA) identified SCT not in CR, SCT from
unrelated and alternative donors as adverse prognostic signs with
hazard ratios (HR) of 2.7, 1.5, and 2.2, respectively. The condition-
ing regimen used was not a significant factor in the whole pt group
with 5-yr OS of 38, 35 and 31% after MAC, modMAC and RIC,
respectively (p 5 NS). However, RIC was associated with reduced
OS in 2 subgroups. Among pts with MDS/AML given SCT not in
CR, 5-yr OS was 34, 24 and 13% after MAC, modMAC and RIC,
respectively (p 5 0.03) with HR of 1.6 for RIC in MVA. In the
group of ALL pts, MVA identified RIC and SCT not in CR1 as
adverse prognostic signs with HR of 2.0 (p 5 0.04) and 2.0 (p 5
0.03), respectively. In conclusion, MAC should still be considered
the standard of care for SCT in acute leukemia in eligible pts.
RIC is associated with inferior outcome in pts with ALL and pts
